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CHAPTER 138
CITY ELECTIONS — POLL OPENING TIMES
H.F. 450

AN ACT relating to the time of opening the polls for certain city elections.

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

Section 1. Section 49.73, subsection 1, Code 2009, is amended to read as follows:

1. At all elections, except as otherwise permitted by this section, the polls shall be opened
at 7:00 a.m. if at least one official from each of the political parties referred to in section 49.13
is present. On the basis of voter turnout for recent similar elections and factors considered
likely to so affect voter turnout for the forthcoming election as to justify shortened voting hours
for that election, the commissioner may direct that the polls be opened at 12:00 noon for:

a. Any school district election.

b. Any election conducted for a city of three thousand five hundred-orless-population, in-
cluding a local option sales and services tax election conducted pursuant to section 423B.1.
At elections conducted pursuant to chapter 423B, all polling places shall have the same voting
hours.

the voters-at that election.
c. Any election conducted for a benefited district.
d. Any election conducted for the unincorporated area of a county.

Approved May 22, 2009

CHAPTER 139

INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR
DIABETES SELF-MANAGEMENT AND EDUCATION

H.F. 478

AN ACT relating to health insurance coverage for diabetes self-management training and edu-
cation programs and providing effective and applicability dates.

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

Section 1. Section 514C.18, Code 2009, is amended to read as follows:

514C.18 DIABETES COVERAGE.

1. Notwithstanding the uniformity of treatment requirements of section 514C.6, a policy or
contract providing for third-party payment or prepayment of health or medical expenses shall
provide coverage benefits for the cost associated with equipment, supplies, and self-manage-
ment training and education for the treatment of all types of diabetes mellitus when prescribed
by a physician licensed under chapter 148. Coverage benefits shall include coverage for the
cost associated with all of the following:

a. Blood glucose meter and glucose strips for home monitoring.

b. Payment for diabetes self-management training and education only under all of the fol-
lowing conditions:
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(1) The physician managing the individual’s diabetic condition certifies that such services
are needed under a comprehensive plan of care related to the individual’s diabetic condition
to ensure therapy compliance or to provide the individual with necessary skills and knowledge
to participate in the management of the individual’s condition.

(2) The diabetic diabetes self-management training and education program is certified by
the Iowa department of public health. The department shall consult with the American dia-
betes association, Iowa affiliate, in developing the standards for certification of diabetes edu-
cation programs as-follows:

(a)-Initialtraining shall coverupto that cover at least ten hours of initial outpatient diabetes

self-management training within a continuous twelve-month period and up to two hours of fol-

low-up training for each subsequent year for each individual that meets-any of the following
conditions: diagnosed by a physician with any type of diabetes mellitus.

2. a. This section applies to the following classes of third-party payment provider contracts
or policies delivered, issued for delivery, continued, or renewed in this state on or after July
1, 1999:

(1) Individual or group accident and sickness insurance providing coverage on an expense-
incurred basis.

(2) An individual or group hospital or medical service contract issued pursuant to chapter
509, 514, or 514A.

(3) Anindividual or group health maintenance organization contract regulated under chap-
ter 514B.

(4) Any other entity engaged in the business of insurance, risk transfer, or risk retention,
which is subject to the jurisdiction of the commissioner.

() A plan established pursuant to chapter 509A for public employees.

(6) An organized delivery system licensed by the director of public health.

b. This section shall not apply to accident-only, specified disease, short-term hospital or
medical, hospital confinement indemnity, credit, dental, vision, Medicare supplement, long-
term care, basic hospital and medical-surgical expense coverage as defined by the commis-
sioner, disability income insurance coverage, coverage issued as a supplement to liability in-
surance, workers’ compensation or similar insurance, or automobile medical payment
insurance.

Sec.2. EFFECTIVE AND APPLICABILITY DATES. This Act, being deemed of immediate
importance, takes effect upon enactment and applies to the classes of third-party payment pro-
vider contracts or policies specified in Code section 514C.18, as amended by this Act, that are
delivered, issued for delivery, continued, or renewed in this state on or after July 1, 2009.

Approved May 22, 2009
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CHAPTER 140
COUNTING OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS
H.F. 670

AN ACT relating to absentee voting and the counting of absentee ballots beginning on the day
before the general election.

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

Section 1. Section 53.23, subsections 3 and 4, Code 2009, are amended to read as follows:

3. a. The commissioner shall set the convening time for the board, allowing a reasonable
amount of time to complete counting all absentee ballots by 10:00 p.m. on election day.

b. (1) The commissioner may direct the board to meet on the day before the election solely
for the purpose of reviewing the absentee voters’ affidavits appearing on the sealed affidavit
envelopes. If in the commissioner’s judgment this procedure is necessary due to the number
of absentee ballots received, the members of the board may open the sealed affidavit envelopes
and remove the secrecy envelope containing the ballot, but under no circumstances shall a se-
crecy envelope be opened before the board convenes on election day, except as provided in
paragraph “c”. If the affidavit envelopes are opened before election day pursuant to this para-
graph “b”, two observers, one appointed by each of the two political parties referred to in sec-
tion 49.13, subsection 2, shall witness the proceedings. The observers shall be appointed by
the county chairperson or, if the county chairperson fails to make an appointment, by the state
chairperson. However, if either or both political parties fail to appoint an observer, the com-
missioner may continue with the proceedings.

b. (2) Iftheboard finds any ballot not enclosed in a secrecy envelope and the ballot is folded
in such a way that any of the votes cast on the ballot are visible, the two special precinct election
officials, one from each of the two political parties referred to in section 49.13, subsection 2,
shall place the ballot in a secrecy envelope. No one shall examine the ballot, except as provid-
ed in paragraph “c”.

c. For the general election, the commissioner may convene the special precinct election
board on the day before the election to begin counting absentee ballots. However, if in the pre-
ceding general election the counting of absentee ballots was not completed by 10:00 p.m. on
election day, the commissioner shall convene the special precinct election board on the day
before the next general election to begin counting absentee ballots. The board shall not release
the results of its tabulation pursuant to this paragraph until the count is completed on election
day.

4. The room where members of the special precinct election board are engaged in counting
absentee ballots on the day before the election pursuant to subsection 3, paragraph “c”, or dur-
ing the hours the polls are open shall be policed so as to prevent any person other than those
whose presence is authorized by this subsection from obtaining information about the prog-
ress of the count. The only persons who may be admitted to that room are the members of the
board, one challenger representing each political party, one observer representing any non-
party political organization or any candidate nominated by petition pursuant to chapter 45 or
any other nonpartisan candidate in a city or school election appearing on the ballot of the elec-
tion in progress, one observer representing persons supporting a public measure appearing
on the ballot and one observer representing persons opposed to such measure, and the com-
missioner or the commissioner’s designee. It shall be unlawful for any of these persons to com-
municate or attempt to communicate, directly or indirectly, information regarding the prog-
ress of the count at any time while the board is convened pursuant to subsection 3, paragraph

“c”, or at any time before the polls are closed.

Approved May 22, 2009



